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INTRODUCTION JUNE 1981 


To the Reader: 


We're happy to present this publication of election results, 
which we believe will be even more readable and useful than ever 
before. 


In addition to the 1980 primary and general election results 
in statewide contests, this book contains the results of the 1980 
presidential primary. It also includes maps and other helpful in- 
formation. 


By way of background, after a primary or general election each 
town sends the Secretary of State's Office an official election report 
listing how many votes were cast for each candidate for each office. 
This publication has been prepared from those reports. 


In a few instances our totals here are slightly different from 
the totals in the state canvass reports prepared at the time of the 
elections. That's because we've corrected any discrepancies discovered 
while preparing this publication. 


Write-in votes are summarized and listed as "scattering". We have 
a detailed breakdown in the state canvass reports on file in the Secretary 
of State's Office. 


We also have on file the official election reports from each town. 
These cover not only the statewide races but also the races for county 
offices, state senator and representative to the general assembly. You're 
welcome to come in and look at them. 


We're always looking for ways to improve the way elections are con-— 
ducted and reported in Vermont. We'd be happy to have any suggestions 


you might want to offer. f 
Mi 


/ 
' James H. Douglas 
Secretary of State 


The University of Vermont 


COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES, DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 
THE OLD MILL, BURLINGTON, VERMONT 05405 


THE VERMONT ELECTIONS PROJECT 
Garrison Nelson, Department of Political Science 


Background: The Vermont Elections Project was created in 1973 within the 
Department of Political Science at the University of Vermont. It was de- 
signed to parallel the Vermont Community Data Bank created by Professor 
Frederick E. Schmidt of the Departments of Sociology and Agricultural 
Economics. Both projects used the same community labelling system so that 
it was possible for a full comparison between the communities with regard 
to their political, social, and economic characteristics. 


Their joint efforts were supported by annual allotments from the 
Vermont Agricultural Experiment Station and by grants from the Graduate 
College of the University of Vermont. It was their intention to gather, 
store, and make readily accessible the full data-based record of Vermont's 
communi ties. 


Holdings: At present, the Vermont Elections Project has processed every 
presidential election from 1872 through 1980, every gubernatorial election 
Since 1870, every U.S. Senate election since 1914, and every U.S. House 
election since 1932. In addition, voter registration figures by town have 
been gathered from 1920 to the present. Most contested major party primaries 
for governor, the U.S. Senate, and the U.S. House have also been compiled. 


Work continues on processing the election returns for state consti- 
tutional offices other than that of governor. Presidential and gubernato- 
rial elections prior to 1870 are being considered for inclusion within the 
project. 


In 1981, the project has begun work on election returns by ward 
for the City of Burlington. Federal, state, and local election records 
dating back to 1865 have been gathered and will also be available for in- 
terested individuals. 


Reports and Research: The first major publication of the Vermont Elections 
Project was 1ssued in 1979 covering the 1978 primary and general elections 
for the state. Garrison Nelson and Clark H. Bensen, eds., Primary and Gen- 
eral Election: Vermont, 1978 (Burlington, Vermont: University of Vermont 
and ae Agricultural College for the Office of the Secretary of State, 
1979). 


Research utilizing the data was presented in Vermont History, XLVIII 
(Fall, 1980) in D. Gregory Sanford, ed., "Republican Vermont: An Eroding 
Tradition" pp. 197-224, with articles by Samuel B. Hand, "The Mechanisms 
of Control: The Mountain Rule," and Frank Bryan, "Charting the Erosion." 
This use of the Vermont Elections Project was funded by the National En- 
dowment for the Humanities. 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 


Vermont Polidata - Political Data Analysis 
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gage 1803 Spear Street: PO.Box 2363 -South Burlington-Vermont -05402 
MEMORANDUM OF METHODOLOGY MAY 1981 


During the election season of 1980, Polidata established a data system 
for the Secretary of State, under the direction of the then Secretary, 
James A. Guest. This system, denominated the Uniform System of Election 
Recording (USER), was established to ease the burden of the election pro- 
cess which was placed upon the staff of the Secretary of State's office. 


The orientation of the USER included the customized production of the 
numerous forms which were to be designed for the election officials. It 
also allowed the maintenance of mailing lists for all candidates for the 
legislature. Most importantly, it provided for the collection of the 
data for the election, the processing thereof, and the production of the 
canvass reports presented to the canvassing committees. 


Under the direction of the current Secretary, James H. Douglas, the inter- 
facing of the USER and the Vermont Elections Project was facilitated with- 
out problems. Certain discrepancies in the data were corrected for this 
publication without the time consuming process of previous efforts. 


Having been freed of the tedious data collection process, more time was 
available to improve the actual production scheme of the book. The many 
programs needed for the 1978 edition were combined into a workable subset 
and refined for readablility and utility. These programs were also, as 
much as possible, standardized to facilitate the production of subsequent 
editions. While standardization will no doubt increase the size of the 
book to some degree, the savings in computer programming will more than 
offset this factor. 


Another enhancement provided this year is the computer mapping section. 

The maps chosen are included as they represent the winners of the three 

races at the "top" of the ticket. They are arranged so that subsequent 

editions will also include, hopefully, similar maps which can quickly be 
compared for a general overview of the major races. 


As with the 1978 version, this year's book was produced at the University 
of Vermont's Academic Computing Center. The purchase of a new Digital 
computer, a DEC 2060, has greatly facilitated the production of this book. 
Our thanks again to the staff of the ACC for all their assistance and 
support. 


Also, our thanks to James H. Douglas, Secretary of State, and his Exec- 
utive Assistant, Ms. Cynthia A. Moulton. Their assistance in bringing out 
this second publication of the Vermont Elections Project was much apprec- 
iated. 


Clark H. Bensen, Editor, Vermont Elections Project. 


VOTER STATISTICS 
PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE PRIMARY, MARCH 4, 1980 
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GENERAL ELECTION, NOVEMBER 4, 1980 
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PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE PRIMARY, MARCH 4, 1980 
U.S. PRESIDENT REPUBLICAN PRIMARY 
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U.S. PRESIDENT DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY 
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U.S. PRESIDENT LIBERTY UNION PRIMARY 
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PRIMARY ELECTION, SEPTEMBER 9, 1980 
REPUBLICAN PRIMARY 
U.S. SENATOR, CLASS 3 
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PRIMARY ELECTION, SEPTEMBER 9, 1980 
DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY 
U.S. SENATOR, CLASS 3 
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PRIMARY ELECTION, SEPTEMBER 9, 1980 
LIBERTY UNION PRIMARY 
U.S. SENATOR, CLASS 3 
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MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 
ABOUT THE TABLES 


Clark H. Bensen 
Vermont Polidata 


Primary and General Election Tables 


a. 


Voter 


Voter 


These tables list the results for each race for every town and city in the state. They are 
arranged with one race per table except for the Uncontested Primaries table. Each 
begins with a subtable listing the statewide totals for every candidate. It also sum- 
marizes the extent of the support for the candidate. Note here that the maximum 
number of candidates for which a separate column will appear is six. If more than six 
are in the race, the last column will be an aggregation of the candidates who received the 
lowest totals. Note also that the order of the columns is Republican first, then 
Democratic or next highest total. 


. Towns Won—first, the number of towns/cities wherein the candidate received a 


plurality of the votes; second, the percentage of the total number of towns/cities (246) 
wherein a plurality was attained. 


Min% Max%—the minimum (maximum) percentage achieved by the candidate in any 
town/city. 


. Asterisk (*)—indicates that the candidate achieved a plurality in that unit (i.e., state, 


county, town). 


. Percentage of State Totals—the percentage of the candidate’s State Total obtained in 


each county; the same for the total votes cast for the office. 


Index Comparing County Percentage to State Percentage—an index generated by 
dividing 1) the percentage of the county vote total obtained by the candidate, by 2) the 
percentage of the state vote total obtained by the candidate. For example, if a candidate 
were to have 51.8% of the vote in Caledonia County, but only 30.1% statewide, the in- 
dex would be 1.72. 


. %Cty—the percentage of the total county vote for this office which this unit generates. 


. %State—the percentage of the total state vote for this office which this unit generates. 


Statistics, Registration and Turnout Table 


. This table lists the voter registration and turnout data for both the Primary and General 


Elections. It also lists some figures calculated for the Primary and compares the 
registration of the last General Election with the most recent. 


. Since municipalities with voting machines mean the breakdown of voters by primary is 


incomplete, an estimate is computed using the highest vote total for any office in the 
primary. This estimate is reflected in the percentage columns. 


. For other notes about this table, refer to the end of the county summary page thereof. 


Participation Tables 


. These tables give an indication of the participation by the voters in all the races on the 


ballot. The arrangement is first, one county summary table per primary and second, a 
similar table for the general. 


b. Est. Blanks—this figure, in the state total section, is the difference between the total 
votes counted for the office and the total for the office which is determined to be the 
State High. The State High is the race in which the most votes were cast in the primary. 


c. % St. High—the percentage of the total votes counted for the State High which were 
counted as votes for this office. 


d. % St. Act.—the percentage of total Actual Voters (checked on polling place checklists 
as having entered to vote) which voted for any candidate for this office. 


e. Average—the average of the number of votes is calculated first; the percentage of the 
State High, or State Actual, is computed from the Average. 


Party Participation Tables 


a. These tables are very similar in arrangement to the Voter Participation tables above ex- 
cept that they involve the general rather than primary election results. 


b. State %—the percentage of the total statewide vote for the office which the party can- 
didate received. 


c. % Cand. Tot.—the percentage of the party candidate’s statewide total vote obtained in 
this county. 


d. Note here that there may be a blank column if there was a race in which the candidate 
ran On more than one party label, or there was not a candidate for the party involved, 
or if the party candidate had a total so small that it was aggregated with others. 


Election Maps 


a. These maps are analytical in nature and are generated by the computer software 
package called SYMAP developed at the Harvard University Graduate School of 
Design. The maps are unidimensional and use the results from one race for every town. 
Unless otherwise indicated, the town percentages are the data used. 


b. The SYMAP program takes the percentage data from the 246 towns and plots the 
results on the map coordinate system using varying symbols indicating the intensity of 
support. As a rule, the darker the shading or symbolism, the more intense the support 
for the candidate in that geographic area. Note that since the map is a representation of 
geographic area, certain places, e.g., Burlington, will appear small on the map, seem- 
ingly out of proportion to the potential impact on the statewide vote. 


c. After plotting the data points, the SYMAP program interpolates the points to produce 
contour lines which assimilate geographic areas of support. Thus, an ‘‘island”’ of ex- 
treme support (or lack thereof) will not be as apparent if it is in the midst of a ‘‘sea’’ of 
moderate support. 


d. The maps are also standardized in their representation so that the symbolism of one 
map will generally represent the same value on another map. The basic division of the 
percentage values is into six intervals; 0.0 to 35.0, 35.0-42.5, 42.5-50.0, 50.0-57.5, 
57.5-65.0, and 65.0-100.0. Comparison between maps will indicate not only differences 
in geographic areas of support but also the differences in the intensity thereof. Note, 
however, that this is certain to be affected by the number of candidates in the race. 


